SEEKING THAT WHICH IS LOST
The words of Christ to Zacchaus provide an excellent basis for exhortation and self-examination. He said to him: "For the Son of man is come to seek and to save that which was lost." It is because of the truth of those words that we here together have our hope of obtaining eternal life. This work of Christ of seeking and saving is ceaseless. As much today as when he called those early disciples, each one of us has been stopped in our lives and turned into the way of life, and having turned us, his work of saving continues with each one of us, guarding and guiding and chastising as is best. This is what the Truth is all about. This is the meaning and the reality of probation.
One of the essential aspects of this work of Christ is his mediatorship. This is the essential part of his saving. It is this that makes success possible.  While there is any spiritual life, even if it is just a flicker, there is hope of endless life, and we each have this hope.  To be without it is to be dead while the days or maybe the years of our life are still with use. It is so very difficult for us to evaluate this work which has now been carried on for around two thousand years. It will not be until the responsible dead are gathered together with the living for judgment and we each shall be there, that we shall see the results of this seeking and saving. When countless thousands of men and women raise their voices in joy and thanksgiving, then the full realisation and appreciation will come, that all will be due to the redemptive work, the mediatorship, the selfless devotion shown by Jesus.
Now our day to day probations continue, with all their trials and their problems. The things that appear to matter to us, the earning of our daily bread, our health, our standard of living, our apparent progress in our ecclesial world, our various aims and ambitions, our longings, fulfilled and unfulfilled, these are present realities which fill our lives, but in fact it is the unseen work of Christ charting our probation that really matters. The man and the woman for whom Christ is not doing this, is not mediating, is dead even while they live.
So there is this two-fold, dual work being carried out by Christ for which we can

never be sufficiently thankful to our Father. This is the work of controlling through the angels the probation of each one of us, determining the extent of the trials and the temptations, and then, secondly, acting as a Mediator, obtaining that forgiveness when we continually rebel and fail. This is the work of saving referred to.
Israel as a nation was kept in a state of continuous awareness of this need for someone to represent them to God.  Each day brought its demands for their sins to be purged by offerings through the priests. Today we have no such ritual to observe, we have no journey to make to the door of the Tabernacle, no animal to select and take as an offering, no days of cleansing or of purifying to observe, yet our needs are just as real as those of any Israelite. But because they saw and took part in the act of mediation they were more aware of it. For ourselves it is entirely a matter of faith, yet if only we could but see it, the effect of the mediation of Christ on our behalf is ever so much more effective than was that of the High Priest.  On behalf of those whom Christ seeks and saves, there can be no failure.
When Christ, as the beloved Son of his Father, pleads to his Father on behalf of every one of his brethren and sisters, can there be any doubt that God hears him? Intercession, made possible by the plan of redemption, will, God willing, bring us to the Kingdom. The result is positive provided we on our part present to Christ genuine repentance and determination to do what is right. So we come boldly before the throne of grace, especially when these emblems are here, knowing that we shall find grace to help in time of need. That is why our prayers, personal and collective, are so important.
But our supplications (and there is a danger here) must always be with full concentration of thought, no phrase, no sentence ever a mere repetition, never cliché after cliché;  we must always be thinking what we are saying and to whom we are saying it. But such is the love of Christ and the compassion of his Father that even our unexpressed and halting words and thoughts will be presented in an acceptable form, and because Jesus is fully aware of the individual needs of each man and woman, knowing everything at all times about them, he is able to save to the uttermost those who come unto God by Him.
Remind yourselves of the words written by Pau in the epistle to the Hebrews and take full comfort from the words written in chapter 9v14. This is why only an extreme of circumstances should prevent our being here to take the bread and the wine, v14:

" ….How much more shall the blood of Christ (represented in the wine) who through the eternal spirit offered himself without spot to God, purge your conscience from dead works to serve the living God? And for this cause he is the mediator of the new testament, that by means of death, for the redemption of the transgressions that were under the first testament, they which are called might receive the promise of eternal inheritance." 
So thanks be to God that by his intercession, by all that is meant by the shedding of his blood, we shall receive the eternal inheritance.  Look back to chapter 7v25:

"Wherefore he is able also to save them to the uttermost (One ought to notice the extreme emphasis of the apostle unto the uttermost) that come unto God by him, seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for them. For such an high priest became us, who is holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners, and made higher than the heavens.”
So the work of saving goes on, hour by hour, day by day, not in a cold, efficient, perfunctory manner, but with a depth of feeling and of love that is beyond our understanding, but we need to let the warning be given.  It is only extended to the sincerely repentant. It is not extended to the obstinate hypocrite. So when we pray to God privately or collectively and use that phrase that we must use: 
"In the name of Jesus" 
let it never be said lightly, but always with due appreciation and thankfulness for the mediatorship and the intercession that results from Jesus seeking and saving.
Especially also is the devotion of Jesus to be seen in the day to day events of our probation. Now, at the end of the time, we have taken our places among those called to be saints. From each generation men and women have been separated by the call of the gospel for salvation. The call of some, those holding positions of prominence in God's purpose, like Abraham, is obvious, clear to be seen, but there are also many thousands of men and women who have equally been under the direct care of the angels, as is each one of us. Those who with true spiritual understanding can "count it all joy when they fall into divers temptations," profit by their day to day experiences. But when the trial is especially severe, at times faith falters. That is when we should look at the examples given, the examples of those whose lives are recorded, for they provide all that we need to illustrate this continuing work of seeking and saving. 
Just as the shepherd leaves the flock and goes away seeking that odd sheep that has persisted in a waywardness that has taken it into paths of danger, just as the shepherd goes and restores that sheep, bringing it back to the safe path, so our  Shepherd goes to restore that soul, bringing it back into the paths of righteousness, leading it away from the dangers in which it is persisting. This is the work of Christ continuing.
So look with me at the examples for a few minutes. As God added trial upon trial on Job the unenlightened would say:  'Here is total tragedy.' We know that the fact was that he was being prepared for a far more exceeding weight of glory. Natural circumstances were being used to test and to humble and the end product is a hero of faith, not a victim of circumstances. We are being prepared to be heroes and heroines of faith; we are not mere victims of circumstances. But sometimes our spiritual eyesight is so defective that we fail to see it. This is all part of the saving process. God has never promised carefree, prosperous lives for His children, with all wishes granted. We only have to look at the case of His beloved Son to see the example, to see what is meant, to see the pattern. We, everyone of us, have luxuries far above the circumstances of Christ. Deliberately placed in humble conditions, working hard, with long hours, without comfort or recreation, denied happy courtship or marriage, and then three years of utter dedication and self-denial, and this to be ended in the pain and the agony of those days that led up to the crucifixion. This was his way to eternal glory. He was the heir of all things, yet consider the suffering that he had to endure in learning obedience.

So we, of all people, with God's Word preserved as our textbook, should not be surprised when our lives experience problems, with stresses and strains, with pain and hardship, and for some unrelieved anxiety. Let Job cry out to God for an explanation; let Abraham wonder why he had to kill his son whom he loved;  let Joseph cry, seemingly with none to hear him, from that deep pit into which he was thrown;  let Daniel face those lions with only a prayer on his lips. They had no complete Bible to turn to, no written complete Word of God to turn to, to find the reasons for their experiences in probation. The book of Job gives the answer to us but it did not to him; he had only his total faith. But for us God has set out clearly and forcibly the principles that constitute this seeking and saving work of His Son, the principle of probation requiring trials and tests before the raising to eternal sonship.  It is without doubt the hardest of all lessons for us to learn, and without the mediatorship of Christ we would be without a hope; we would all be overcome of evil. But such is the excellence of the work of Christ, this process of saving, that countless thousands will be brought to glory.
We are required to submit and to learn humility. In our lives it should be seen that we are exercising patience, hope, endurance as we suffer our trials, not resentment, never grumbling, never total depression. Obstinacy and resentment, with a refusal to accept the Divine method of preparation, will merely result in our being rejected as a vessel unfit for the Master's use, and we shall still suffer.
Once we have accepted that the whole of God's redemptive purpose is based upon probation, from the temptation in Eden to the triumphant march of those who have come out of great tribulation, then and then only will we be able to react correctly to the chastening of an all-wise Father, and possibly almost be able to count it joy.
Israel after the flesh as we read in that painful chapter 22 of Ezekiel provides an example and a warning. They would not accept the principle of correction. They wanted only present advantage.  They still suffered, but to no eternal effect. There is no alternative, no other way of being saved. For just a few years we must learn by experience, by our sufferings, and then God will reward us with eternal life.
The first essential is complete trust in God and in the work of Chris. When we grumble we doubt God, we doubt the ability of Christ to prepare us. We say by implication that he does not understand. What we are really saying is that God does not understand and that of course is unthinkable. So the first essential is complete trust, complete assurance that God knows all our needs and is in complete control of all our ways. Trials can be increased or removed as He alone knows what is best for our eternal well-being. But we must never take our eyes off those set apart for examples. We know for certain that God has approved them in their probations, and so as they were being prepared, so are we. No uncontrollable chance is in our probation, but we are vessels being shaped on the Divine potters wheel.  They did not seek their trials. When they came and were unavoidable they were suffered in complete faith and with trust, and when their own faults and disobedience brought additional trials there was always forgiveness and fresh understanding following true repentance.
Many of our trials are brought upon ourselves by our own waywardness but these can be turned to good account for our eternal wellbeing if experience brings patience and humility and hope.
There are no exceptions to this rule.  Abel had the violent anger of his brother to endure. Why did not God give him Cain to live with happily, to share? But it was not to be. He had to suffer wrong, leaving the vengeance and the justice to God. Noah was given a task which for many years brought scorn and ridicule, but God did leave him his wife and his sons and their wives. Then the flood brought its justification. For Joseph God added many very heavy trials. We only have to consider Joseph put in prison because he would not defile himself with Potiphar's wife to learn a Iesson. But Joseph saw very clearly the principles of his probation and expressed them later to his brothers: "Ye meant it for evil, but God for good." So Joseph saw good in all the hardships that he was suffering.
David illustrates both aspects of trials as preparations:  troubles brought upon himself by his own wickedness and those decided upon by God, and as you know he has been prepared for an eternal weight of glory.

Later when Jesus chose his followers it was for the express purpose that they should share with him his temptations, his tribulations and be prepared for those places of honour in the Kingdom:
"Ye shall sit upon twelve thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel."
And then Christ added those words, which include us, He was preparing them as he is preparing us. They will inherit the Kingdom, as can we.  
So, that all things do work together for good only the eye of faith can see, and we are required to have such good spiritual eyesight.  So our illnesses, our financial problems, our loneliness, ecclesial difficulties, and added to these our own natural obstinacy and waywardness, all these add up to probation; God working in us, Christ seeking and saving.
But far better than words, the emblems teach the exhortation. They are plain and positive in their message:  
"Because I live, ye shall live also" 
There is no room for doubt or depression. God does know best.  Christ is so perfectly able to save to the uttermost those who co-operate in this essential work of preparation. God helping us, Christ working in us, we will be among those who have been sought for by the gospel, found, and in God's mercy, through the mediatorship and successful work of Christ, saved eternally.
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