CONTEMPLATION
The purpose of our gathering together this morning is that we might contemplate the things represented by the bread and wine before us on the table.  That is the paramount reason for our meeting together in this way each Sunday morning.  Most of us have done this many times before, and yet the need to continue to do so in no way diminishes.  Because of the frailty of our nature we need to have constantly brought before our attention the One whom we are striving to follow.  We need to consider his example, to contemplate his character, to be reminded of all that he endured for our sakes.  And this divinely-ordained weekly feast of remembrance provides the opportunity of obtaining the guidance and the exhortation and the encouragement which are so necessary in our battle against the carnal influences of the flesh.

Now the apostle Peter, in particular, reminds us that this object can be achieved not only by contemplating the record of the life of our Lord contained in the gospel accounts, but equally from the earlier parts of the inspired writings.  He declared, as recorded in the Acts of the Apostles 10v43: 
“To him (Jesus) give all the prophets witness, that through his name whosoever believeth in him shall receive remission of sins.”

And in his first epistle he writes of the Spirit of Christ which was in the prophets "testifying beforehand the sufferings of Christ, and the glory that should follow."

And so this morning, before we partake of the emblems, let us endeavour to obtain our exhortation from Isiah who is one of the prophets who bear witness to the Lord Jesus Christ. Isaiah 50 is a short chapter which to the superficial reader would not seem to hold much promise but which, in fact, tells us much concerning our Lord which can help and encourage us.

The chapter opens with an expostulation by God to Israel:   
“Where is the bill of your mother's divorcement, whom I have put away? or which of my creditors is it to whom I have sold you? Behold, for your iniquities have ye sold your selves, and for your transgressions is your mother put away.”

Yes, God had not departed from Israel; it was they who had departed from Him.  And this they had done in the face of the abundant manifestations of His power which they had witnessed. "Is my hand shortened at all, that it cannot redeem?  Or have I no power to deliver?"

That is God's challenge.  Israel by their rejection of the Almighty had denied it.  They had denied God's power to save.  But it is in the Divine answer to these questions that we can see the Spirit of Christ speaking in the prophets. Here, like a shaft of light breaking through the gloom of Israel's waywardness and degradation, we see the purpose of God revealed; we see the arm of the Lord outstretched bringing salvation to His servants through that man whom He hath ordained.  Yes, Christ speaks as it were, using the prophet as his mouth-piece:  verse 4:
“The Lord God hath given me the tongue of the learned, that I should know how to speak a word in season to him that is weary:  he wakeneth morning by morning, he wakeneth mine ear to hear as the learned.  The Lord God hath opened mine ear, and I was not rebellious, neither turned away back.”
This may not have been Israel's idea of a Saviour, but it tells us much concerning the One whom God has given as our Redeemer.  In contrast to the teaching of Trinitarians, it shows us Christ as deriving his teaching from his Father.  When he came the Jews were surprised at the wisdom, with which, he spoke saying:

“How knoweth this man letters, having never learned?"
To which the answer of Jesus was:
"My doctrine is not mine, but his that sent me" or, as it is expressed by Isaiah: "The Lord God hath given me the tongue of the learned.”
And what was the purpose of this “tongue of the learned” which Jesus has been given? “That I should know how to speak a ward in season to him that is weary.” What comfort and encouragement there is in those words. The whole teaching of Christ was “a word in season to him that is weary.”  It is summed up in his cry: 
"Come unto me, all ye that labour, and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.  Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me:  and ye shall find rest unto your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light."

We know what those words mean.  They do not mean that our life in the Truth is an easy one; they do not mean that it is a life of indolence;  for the very reverse is the case.  The "rest" which Christ promised is still future and is the Sabbath-rest, the 7th millennial day of rest, spoken of by Paul in his letter to the Hebrews when he wrote: "There remaineth therefore a rest for the people of God."

Nonetheless, though the rest is future it is the “word in season” spoken by Christ which has brought it within our reach.  And here we see one of the facets of Christ's character which is brought out in this prophecy, one which we should try to copy.  He “spoke a word in season to him that is weary.”  The word which he spoke had far-reaching consequences; it was able to give not only comfort and cheer but life unending, eternal rest, to those who listened.  We cannot, of course, do that, but we can follow his example, and by doing so the consequences may be much more far-reaching than we ourselves expect.
How much a "word in season" can do, a word to those who are weary, those who are downcast, those who are overburdened by the cares of this life or by their own frailty.  Often it does not call for much.  The mere fact that we show an interest in them, that we care for them, that we trouble to speak to them, can do a power of good.  We ourselves knew of a case of a brother who became so discouraged by his own failures that he stopped attending the meetings and had quite made up his mind to give up trying.  A brother called

to have a friendly chat.  He did not rebuke, or exhort; in fact, the Truth itself was scarcely discussed at all; but the mere fact of his calling caused the brother to be encouraged to have another try. He did, and he has never stopped trying since.

"A word in season to him that is weary."  Let us never miss an opportunity of so ministering, for in so doing we shall be following the example of our Master, and helping some to attain the prize of eternal life.

Another facet of Christ's character is revealed in the words: "I was not rebellious, neither turned away back." This is mentioned as a contrast to Israel's rebellion and waywardness, but at the same time it reminds us of our responsibility as followers of the One who spoke these words.  It is so easy to be rebellious.  It may not take the form that Israel's rebellion took.  They forsook God by turning to idols of wood and stone; they “turned back” to the ways of the heathen nations surrounding them. We are not likely to do that, but we may very easily give way to the same human weakness which led to their rebellious behaviour.  As we have just been reminded by Christ's own words, he has laid a yoke upon us, albeit, one that rests lightly' upon our shoulders. A yoke is something which is designed to hold us in a certain position;  it is something by which we can be guided.  Do we try to throw off the yoke?  To throw off the restraints which the way of God imposes?

There is unquestionably a tendency to do so.  We have only to look around to see the trend.  The lack of circumspection in appearance and conduct; the desire to taste the pleasures, of the world, to ape its manners and its ways, these are all forms of rebellion, and they are things to which every one of us is prone, particularly in a world in which conventions and restraints are coming to be regarded more and more as old fashioned humbug.  It behoves us, then, as we behold our Lord this morning, to remember his words and to make them our own: “I was not rebellious, neither turned away back.”
He continues: "I gave my back to the smiters, and my cheeks to them that plucked off the hair:  I hid not my face from shame and spitting.” We know how literally true those words are. The emblems before us each Sunday remind us of those shameful events which preceded his crucifixion:  how he was scourged by Pilate, and delivered to the soldiers; how they plaited a crown of thorns and put it on his head; how they mocked him, and smote him with their hands, and spat upon him.  To all this he submitted without a word of protest, without lifting a finger in his own defence.
Let us think about these things.  Let us call them to mind when we need help in obeying Christ's command to “resist not evil; but whosoever shall smite thee on the one cheek, turn to him the other also.”  Christ not only taught these things, he also practised them. They are not easy to obey but it will surely help us to do so if we try to visualise him submitting to this dreadful humiliation and suffering without resistance.  He did it for our sakes; may the example not be lost upon us. 
But of course, our success, like his, will depend upon our faith and our determination.  This is exhibited in Isaiah 50v7-8:

"For the Lord God will help me; therefore shall I not be confounded:  therefore have I set my face like a flint, and I know that I shall not be ashamed. He is near that justifieth me;  who will contend with me?  Let us stand together:  who is mine adversary?  Let him come near to me.  Behold, the Lord will help me; who is he that shall condemn me?  Lo, they all shall wax old as a garment; the moth shall eat them up.”
What confidence and resolution!  And yet it is a confidence and resolution which relied, not on his own strength but upon the promises of God.  He declared: "I know that his commandment is life everlasting."  He knew that God would not forsake those who did His will, and that although the wicked may seem to triumph, yet it is only for a little time;  soon, very soon, “they shall wax old as doth a garment, and the moth shall eat them up.”
Well, these things are written for the benefit of God’s elect. Paul, writing to the Romans, declares that:

“all things work together for good to them that love God, who are the called according to his purpose.” “If God be for us, who can be against us? He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not with him also freely give us all things?”
Yes, that can be our confidence if we really love God, and sincerely try to do His will.  If we believe God's promises with “full assurance of faith,” then we, like Christ, can set our face like flint against all opposition, in the confidence that ultimately our adversaries will be put to shame. But:

· What if we waver? 
· What if we try to serve God but also to please ourselves? 
· What if we are one of those who like to have ‘one foot in the Truth, and the other in the world’? 
Well, we are given a very solemn warning in this Isaiah chapter 50 verse 10-11:

"Who is among you that feareth the Lord, that obeyeth the voice of his servant, that walketh in darkness, and hath no light? let him trust in the name of the Lord, and stay upon his God, Behold, all ye that kindle a fire, that compass yourselves about with sparks: walk in the light of your fire, and in the sparks that ye have kindled.  This shall ye have of mine hand; ye shall lie down in sorrow.”
Perhaps the meaning is not very clear in the King James translation. A better rendering of verse 11 reads: 
“Behold, all ye players with fire; that compass yourselves about with firebrands;  walk in the light of your fire, and of the firebrands that ye have kindled.” 
“Players with fire.”  How descriptive that is.  It is descriptive of those who, instead of being guided strictly by the light which God has given them, prefer to follow the dictates of their own thoughts and desires - "the fire which they have kindled.”
Nadab and Abihu were “players with fire”, both literally and figuratively.  Reasoning presumptuously, they thought that any kind of incense would d0 and offered strange fire before the Lord.  But as we know, "there went out a fire from the Lord and devoured them, and they died before the Lord.” Thus they “lay down in sorrow”, and their dead bodies were carried without the camp.
These things  are an allegory, with a deep significance. When Christ came as the light of the world his message was clear and unmistakable.  His commands, which have been recorded for our instruction, admit of no argument, if we listen to them in humility they were exhibited in his life, and were reiterated by his apostles.

If, then, we question them, either by word or by action; if we try to water them down;  if we ignore them, and by our way of life dispute our obligation to keep them, we are "'playing with fire."  Yes, we all know in our heart of hearts what that means.  We all know how easy it is to try to justify a course of action which is not quite in keeping with the holiness to which we have been called.  How easy it is to find an excuse for doing things which would be best left alone.

This is “playing with fire,” it is walking in the light which we have kindled, the light of our own specious reasoning.


Let us heed the warning.  It is a warning which could not be more powerful:
"Ye shall lie down in sorrow." 

And all for the sake of a little satisfaction now.

Well, the lesson is obvious. It is that we should follow without wavering the One whom we have met to remember. We have considered this morning some of the beautiful aspects of his character.  Let us try to copy them, so that we may enjoy that confidence and satisfaction which comes from obedience to our Father, and may at last enter into that rest prepared for the people of God.
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