THE BOOK OF LIFE

(Revelation. 3: 5.  KJV.)
Introduction
Good morning my brothers and sisters in Christ Jesus. 
Our exhortation today is from Christ’s words recorded in Revelation:

“He that overcometh, the same shall be clothed in white raiment: and I will not blot out his name out of THE BOOK OF LIFE, but I will confess his name before my Father, and before His angels.” Revelation 3: 5
These words of Christ are most encouraging and fortify our resolve to obey and serve Him, as we once again assemble to remember His, life, death and His

Resurrection. 
The theme for our consideration this morning is Yahweh’s book of life.
References to ‘God’s book of life’ appear throughout The Bible, and are variously called ‘The Book of Life’, ‘Book of remembrance, ‘The little book’ & ‘Thy Book’.
We may ask however, since God is The Omniscient (All knowing) Creator, who knows everything & all those who are His chosen ones, why would He require a written record of them? The answer is that He doesn’t.
The reference to a ‘Book of life’ is for the benefit of His saints, His called out and chosen ones. The whole concept is to convey to His saints that he is constantly observing them, their conduct is recorded, that He does not forget them, and that they are never alone!
The knowledge that Almighty God, Himself, keeps eternal records is meant to reassure and comfort believers, especially during trials and difficult times, when the faith of some begins to weaken. The term ‘The Book of Life’ is an assurance that although we are mortal and our lives are short like a vapour that soon vanishes away, Yahweh never forgets those that truly love Him and obediently serve Him. Remember the divine name means ‘He that causes to be’ Yahweh is creator & sustainer of all life, He controls everything.
Blotting out names
Yahweh’s book of life is first referred to by Moses in Exodus 32: 31-33. (KJV.) The context of the passage is the grievous transgression of the Israelites in their worship of a golden calf idol built by Aaron.
“And Moses returned unto Yahweh, and said, Oh, this people have sinned a great sin, and have made them gods of gold. Yet now, if thou wilt forgive their sin and if not, blot me, I pray thee, out of thy book which thou hast written.”
Moses was certain of his calling and believed that his name was already recorded in God’s Book. The circumstances of his birth, the incident of the bush that burned and was not consumed, his special calling by Yahweh to lead Israel out of Egypt to the Promised Land, left him in no doubt that this was true. Yet, as Israel’s leader, he was now willing to forego his own eternal salvation to achieve their forgiveness.
The term ‘Blot Out’ used by Moses means to remove, rather than to ink over, as we use the term today. The original Hebrew word is, machah, means ‘to wipe away or rub out.’  It is the same word David used when he repented of his gross sins regarding Bathsheba:
“Have mercy on me, O God, according to thy loving kindness; according unto the multitude of thy tender mercies blot out my transgression.” Psalm 51:1 (KJV).
God reminds Moses that He does not remove names from His ‘Book of Life’ on request!  
“And Yahweh said unto Moses, Whosoever hath sinned against me, him will I blot out of my book.” Exod 32:33 (KJV).
Once God has entered the name in his metaphorical  ‘Book of Life’, only He will decide who’s name will be removed from it for wilful un-repented sinfulness

That some names may be removed by God, confirms that salvation is never absolutely assured, there are conditions. 
Hence David wrote, “Add iniquity unto their iniquity; and let them not come into thy righteousness. Let them be blotted out of the book of the living, and not be written with the righteous.” Psalm 69: 27-28 (KJV).
These inspired words of David clearly teach that because of un-repented disobedience, Yahweh will undoubtedly remove some names from among those originally chosen to live forever. People whom Paul describes as “once enlightened” but sadly have fallen away. This fact is quoted from Hebrews. 6: 4-6. (KJV).
Tears in a bottle

Our next reference to The Book of Life is again from Psalms, this account relates to the time when David was facing a double threat; first by being betrayed by his host Achish King of Gath, and secondly being hunted by King Saul who was bent on murdering him. David consoles himself that in spite of his troubles, God will help him. Speaking of his enemies he pleads thus:

“Shall they escape by iniquity? In thine anger cast down the people, O God. Thou tellest my wanderings: put my tears into thy bottle; are they not in thy book”.  Psalm 56: 7-8 (KJV).
David, just like Moses was confident that his name was in Yahweh’s Book of Life. He was convinced that his many sufferings were not forgotten by God. Thus his words “put my tears in thy bottle”, was a request that God would lovingly preserve his own sorrows amongst the tears of the many saints, most of whom were now asleep in death. 

David’s words “are they not in thy book” give us added assurance that Yahweh keeps a treasured record of all His suffering saints and holds out a sure hope of eternal life as a reward for His obedient righteous ones. 

Written among the living
We shall now consider some inspired words from the prophet Isaiah:
“In that day shall the branch of Yahweh be beautiful and glorious, and the fruit of the earth shall be comely and excellent for them that are escaped from Israel. And it shall come to pass, that he that is left in Zion, and he that remaineth in Jerusalem, shall be called holy, even every one that is written among the living in Jerusalem.”  Isaiah 4:2-3 (KJV)’
The reference to “the branch of Yahweh” contains a clear Messianic aspect. It does connect “the book of the living” with Psalm 69: 27-28 which describes ‘The Book of Life’; the sacred record of those who will, one day, be raised to live eternally with Jesus as King of Kings & Lord of Lords.

One day the priests and scribes were contesting with The Lord Jesus. Jesus spoke to them about Abraham, Isaac and Jacob regarding the resurrection from the dead. He stated that these worthies of old, though dead, were in fact alive to Almighty God. Christ Jesus said to them, “all live unto God”. Luke 20:38 (KJV).
Similarly, in Psalm 87 states that glorious things are spoken of Jerusalem, and we are told that Yahweh has a written tally of all those righteous people who were born in that Holy city:
“And of Zion it shall be said, This and that man was born of her; and the highest himself shall establish her. Yahweh shall count, when He writeth up the people, that this man was born there.”  Verses 5 & 6 (KJV).
Yes, Almighty God has a record of His remnant of righteous, faithful, chosen ones. In His mercy, we few, His little flock of Spiritual Israel are likewise favoured and kept like treasure in His divine memory.
In the book of Malachi, the concept of God’s Book is the same, but the description is slightly different:
“Then they that feared Yahweh spake often one to another; and Yahweh hearkened and heard it, and a ‘Book of Remembrance’ was written before Him for them that feared Yahweh, and thought upon His name. And they shall be mine, saith Yahweh Tsebaoth, in that day when I make up my Jewels; and I will spare them, as a man spareth his own son that serveth him.” Malachi 3: 6-17 (KJV).
Here we see that ‘God’s Book’ is called a ‘Book of Remembrance’. Those who are recorded are those who feared Him, spoke often together, and thought on His Name. They are regarded by God as His jewels, His treasure trove!

These God-fearing people were not believers in name only, but met together regularly to discuss and listen to the word of Yahweh, and to contemplate His name.

The two names used in this passage from Malachi are ‘Yahweh’ (LORD) and ‘Yahweh Tsebaoth’ (LORD of Host or LORD of Armies). They were well aware of the deeper meanings attached to the Hebrew names of Almighty God, which they reverently held in deep respect, during their daily service and worship.
The concept of the Almighty making up His jewels reflects the value that kings have always placed on precious stones, and is meant to convey in human terms, the great value Yahweh places on each of His saints. Especially this is so regarding those who are of meek and quiet spirit:
“Whose adorning is not an outward adorning of plaiting the hair, and of wearing of gold, or of putting on of apparel; But let it be the hidden man of the heart, in that which is not corruptible, even the ornament of a meek and quiet spirit, which is in the sight of God of great price.” 1Peter 3:3-4 (KJV, Amplified). 

Thy people will be delivered
The next reference to ‘Yahweh’s Book of Life’ is recorded in the book of Daniel 12:1-3 (KJV):
“And at that time shall Michael stand up, the great prince which standeth for the children of thy people; and there shall be a time of trouble, such as never was since there was a nation even to that same time; and at that time thy people shall be delivered, every one that shall be found written in The Book. And many of them that sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, and some to shame and everlasting contempt. And they that are wise shall shine as the brightness of the firmament; and they that turn many to righteousness as the stars for ever and ever.”

Their ultimate deliverance with immortal bodies is to be at the resurrection, after Michael, the great prince, has stood up. This presupposes that a judgement has also taken place. Those who receive the reward of immortality will shine forth as the firmament whose names are written in ‘Yahweh’s Book of Life’ It is therefore a ‘ Book of Life’ because life eternal is their promised reward. We should note that those delivered, raised from the dead to shine everlastingly as the firmament, were said to be wise and had, turned many to righteousness. Obviously then they had preached The Gospel of Life.
All Disciples of Christ Jesus, including us, who have assembled again to remember Him in the emblems of everlasting life, have a commission from Him to preach The Gospel:

“And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, "All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. "Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, "teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age." Amen.” Matthew 28:18-20 (KJV). 

We, like those who have gone before us, must have an active faith; we must hold forth the Word of God. The shining (Letting our light shine) must happen now in our mortal life time, as we live, and move amongst an evil Godless world of sin and darkness. There is a reference to The Great Judgement in Daniel:

“A fiery stream issued and came forth from before Him; a thousand thousands ministered to Him, and ten thousand times ten thousand stood before Him; the judgement was set, and THE BOOKS were opened.” Daniel 7:10 (KJV).
Judgement is the specific subject of this passage and it would appear that not only is there a Book of Remembrance for those who Yahweh accepts for everlasting life, but also a record kept of those who will be rejected by Him.

Names written in Heaven
When Christ’s disciples returned, rejoicing from their preaching mission, Jesus gently warned them that their rejoicing should focus more on their own heavenly registration than the success they had experienced in preaching the Gospel to others:
“Not withstanding in this rejoice not, that the spirits are subject to you; but rather rejoice because your names are written in heaven.” Luke 10:20 (KJV).
The inspired words of the Apostle Paul make a solid connection with the texts that we have considered so far:
“And I entreat thee also, true yokefellow, help those women which laboured with me in the gospel, and with my other fellow labourers, whose names are written in The Book of Life.” Phil. 4: 3 (KJV, Abbrv:)
There is a powerful warning in the book of Revelation regarding the Ecclesia in Sardis that we should take careful note of. There is reference to only a few names 

that had kept themselves undefiled by the world. The inference is therefore that there had once been many more, but most had gradually fallen away. Tragically and finally these names were ‘blotted out’ of The Book of Life. This surely is a powerful incentive for us, who are so few, to hold fast and endure to the end, even though others are falling away:
“Thou hast a few names even in Sardis which have not defiled their garments; and they shall walk with me in white; for they are worthy. He that overcometh, the same shall be clothed in white raiment; and I will not blot out his name out of ‘The Book of Life’, but I will confess his name before my Father, and before His angels.” Revelation 3: 4-5 (KJV) 
The Lamb’s Book of Life
In the gospel of John we are clearly informed that all judgement before eternal life is given as a reward to the faithful, has been committed to Yahweh’s son The Glorified Lord Jesus Christ:
“For the Father judgeth no man, but hath committed all judgement unto the son.” John 5:22 (KJV).

“For we shall all stand before the judgement seat of Christ.” Romans 14:10 (KJV, Abbrv:).

Although the divine records kept in heaven suggest more than one book, never- the- less it can be broadly accepted that Yahweh’s Book of Life embraces all the records that are so kept by Yahweh the living God.  (Records held in His Divine Memory). 
With this in mind we will consider a further reference to these metaphysical books:
“And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the books were opened, and another book was opened, which is the book of life; and the dead were judged out of those things which were written in the books, according to their works.” Revelation 20:12 (AV).
Revelation draws to a conclusion with a glorious word picture of the saints in glory. We are finally shown a magnificent glittering city made up of Yahweh’s treasured people from all ages, Yahweh’s ‘jewels’ finally, and eternally made up. 
“The foundations of the wall of the city were adorned with all kinds of precious stones: the first foundation was jasper, the second sapphire, the third chalcedony, the fourth emerald, the fifth sardonyx, the sixth sardius, the seventh chrysolite, the eighth beryl, the ninth topaz, the tenth chrysoprase, the eleventh jacinth, and the twelfth amethyst. 
The twelve gates were twelve pearls: each individual gate was of one pearl. And the street of the city was pure gold, like transparent glass. But I saw no temple in it, for the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are its temple.

The city had no need of the sun or of the moon to shine in it, for the glory of God illuminated it. The Lamb is its light. And the nations of those who are saved shall walk in its light, and the kings of the earth bring their glory and honor into it. Its gates shall not be shut at all by day (there shall be no night there). And they shall bring the glory and the honor of the nations into it. Revelation 21: 19-26 (KJV).

Then verse 27 ends with these words:
“And there shall no wise enter into it (the city) any thing that defileth, neither whatsoever worketh abomination, or maketh a lie; but they which are written in The Lamb’s Book of Life.”

Yes the Lamb of God, the lion of the tribe of Judah, the root of David has been authorised by His God and Father, to open the 7 seals of The Book of Life (Rev: 5: 1- 9). Then in verse 10 we have the reward promised to the faithful, which we desire with all our hearts and minds to receive from Christ at the judgement of Yahweh:

“And hast made us unto our God kings and priests; and we shall reign on the earth.”

This great promise from Yahweh is held out to us and is embodied in the emblems of bread and wine which we shall shortly share in the presence of Christ Jesus, as we remember Him who is alive for evermore. 

Before concluding our exhortation, it wil be useful to briefly summarise what we have considered together from Yahweh’s Word:
1. The Book of Life is a record that Yahweh keeps for our benefit, not God’s. He is all knowing and needs no reminding.

2. As chosen people of God it is most assuring that Yahweh will never forget or forsake us.

3. Such a record confirms that death is like sleep, an unconscious state and not, as falsely taught by others, a gateway to eternal life.

4. Yahweh can and does remove names from His Book. Eternal life is not absolutely guaranteed, it is conditional upon a Holy & undefiled life in Christ.

5. We can take great comfort that during times of sorrow, trials, and sufferings, our tears are precious to Him in our Master’s service. 

6. We shall be judged by Christ Jesus and not by any mortal man or authority.

Conclusion 

The exhortation this morning regarding Yahweh’s Book of Life, is: 
· Keep faith in The Holy Truth. 

· Preach the Gospel of Eternal Life.

· Hold on to Sound Doctrine and Holy Practice.

· Love one another fervently in The Lord Jesus. 

· Wait quietly and patiently for the Master’s return.

· Keep your vision of the Kingdom clear & focussed.

· Trust completely in the name Yahweh Elohim. 

Yahweh has written a Book of Life and He will be glorified in a Host of mighty ones.
(Bro D. Pickering)

